
Centering 
Disabled Voices: 

Strategies for 
Successful 
Advocacy



Our Vision

VOICES ELEVATED. 

PEOPLE EMPOWERED. 

EQUITY ACHIEVED.



Relationship Building

Goal: to empower and assist advocates to tell their 
stories, civic engagement, and work on systemic 
change

• Attending grassroots groups

• Lean on the established network

• Connect with local Centers for Independent Living 

• Connect with statewide groups like Breaking 
Silences, The Ohio Olmstead Task Force, and Ohio 
Statewide Independent Living Council



Strategies

How to Advocate Successfully

• What is the common goal or issue?

• Brainstorm the steps needed for change

• What are the top 3 asks?

• Develop unified messaging
• Draft talking points and one-pagers

• Develop distribution plan



Advocacy Tools

• Action Alert
• Ability to input specific language to help advocates 

send letters to identified persons

• Letters to the Editor

• Creating listservs to send information quickly

• Following various statewide groups and their 
alerts

• Build a Relationship With Your Legislator

https://www.disabilityrightsohio.org/assets/documents/lettertoeditoradvocatetoolkit_final.pdf
https://www.disabilityrightsohio.org/assets/documents/legislativemeetingguide.pdf


Successful Advocacy

FY24/25 Budget Advocacy

• Unified message: Direct Care Workers deserve a 
livable wage

• Hundreds of people with disabilities were 
empowered to tell their story

• Various groups repeated similar messaging

• DRO created a story map: 
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/3f2ab
559631544e2c0c9cbe88fe4b23e/direct-care-
workforce-crisis-story-map/index.html

https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/3f2ab559631544e2c0c9cbe88fe4b23e/direct-care-workforce-crisis-story-map/index.html
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/3f2ab559631544e2c0c9cbe88fe4b23e/direct-care-workforce-crisis-story-map/index.html
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/3f2ab559631544e2c0c9cbe88fe4b23e/direct-care-workforce-crisis-story-map/index.html




Accessible Absentee Voting

Steps to Vote Using the Remote Ballot Marking System

1. Emailed a Ballot

2. Complete online

3. Print Ballot

4. Mail using special envelope

Remote ballot marking system
11-G: Application for Absent Voter's Ballot by a Voter With a Disability & 
Request to Use Remote Ballot Marking System (Online)

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/11-g/
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/11-g/


Recent Voting Law Changes 2023 –
HB458

• Must present a valid, non-expired Picture ID

• Ohio driver license

• Ohio state ID card

• U.S. passport or passport card

• Drop Box can only be located on Board of 
Elections property, and only one Drop Box is 
permitted per county



Lawsuits and Latest Updates

• Person with a disability can choose anyone to 
help them vote by absentee or in-person

• When dropping off absentee ballot at board of 
elections, must go inside and fill out an 
attestation form

• Mailing the ballot is the ideal situation

• Voting Rights Groups File Federal Lawsuit 
Challenging Ohio HB458 for Violating Americans 
with Disabilities Act

https://www.acluohio.org/en/press-releases/voting-rights-groups-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-ohio-hb-458-violating-americans
https://www.acluohio.org/en/press-releases/voting-rights-groups-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-ohio-hb-458-violating-americans
https://www.acluohio.org/en/press-releases/voting-rights-groups-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-ohio-hb-458-violating-americans


Accessible Voting for All

Ensuring access to all parts of 
the voting process for everyone

Claire Gaglione, Attorney at 
Disability Rights Ohio

• Practical steps for voters 
with disabilities and 
advocates

• Reasonable 
accommodations at the 
polling place and beyond

• Know your rights and 
resources!



Accessible Voting for All: 
DRO’s Efforts

Disability Rights Ohio’s efforts to improve voter accessibility and inform 
voters of their rights
• Election Day hotline, staffed by attorneys

• Operating during polling hours (6:30am -7:30pm) 
• Call 800-282-9181

• Direct Advocacy/Service – disabled individuals and supporters can call 
anytime

• Working alongside BOEs to increase access to polling places and 
find workable accommodations

• Providing information to disabled voters – questions about 
accommodations at the polling place, planning your vote, etc.
• Outreach (webinars, visits)
• Individual assistance, resources and information, etc.



Accommodations Available to 
Voters

Preparing to vote

• Disabled individuals must have equal access to all 
parts of the voting process
• See section 208 of the Voting Rights Act

• Accessible voting materials/information on voting
• Vote411.org – League of Women Voters

• Absentee voting – anyone can vote by absentee 
ballot aka “no excuse” absentee voting



Absentee Ballot Application

• Form 11-G - accessible 
absentee ballot/remote ballot 
marking device

• Voter’s SSN as ID
• Good option if other 

acceptable forms of ID 
aren’t available

• You can call the BOE and ask 
them to send you an 
application if you don’t have 
access to a printer

• Accommodations and 
“Attorney in Fact” options for 
voter’s signature



Attestation Form

Returning Absentee Ballots at Drop 
Boxes

• Currently in Ohio, you must sign an 
attestation before returning someone 
else’s absentee ballot to a drop box

• For non-disabled voters: only 
defined family members can 
assist them

• For disabled voters: anyone can 
assist

• If you return your absentee ballot via 
mail, no need for an attestation

• Upheld by Ohio Supreme Court :(



Accommodations Available to 
Voters

At the Polls (Early Voting/Election Day Voting):

• Curbside voting – Poll workers bring a ballot out to the voter if they 
are unable to enter the building

• NOT a substitute for accessible polling locations, but a good 
option.

• Best practices – polling places have clear signage with a phone 
number

• IF NOT, you can call Disability Rights Ohio and let us know!

• Call your local board of elections and tell them you need 
assistance voting – they will contact the polling location

• Early voting – can reduce the risk of long lines/wait times

• Screen Readers/Accessible Voting Machines



Is your polling place accessible?



Accessible Voting Machines

eSlate - Hart Intercivic
Recommended by the American Federation of 
the Blind 



How to Use an Accessible Voting 
Machine – eSlate



Know Your Rights and Resources

Know Your Rights

• In Ohio, people with guardians can vote!
• You do NOT need your guardian’s permission to vote

• Some incarcerated people can vote!
• You can vote if you were convicted of misdemeanor 

OR in jail awaiting trial for a felony charge

• If you have been released from prison after a felony 
conviction you can reinstate your right to vote



Know Your Rights and Resources

Know Your Rights

• Section 208 of Voting Rights Act:
• “Any voter who requires assistance to vote by reason 

of blindness, disability, or inability to read or write 
may be given assistance by a person of the voter’s 
choice[…]”
• Definitions: voting = all parts of the voting process

• “Disability” may be more narrow than the ADA; however, 
Title II of the ADA applies to voting as well (Government 
Entities)



Know Your Rights and Resources

Know Your Resources and Plan Your Vote!
• The Secretary of State’s website has breakdowns 

of accommodations available to voters with 
disabilities, or any voters who need assistance

• Check your voter registration! View your ballot!
• Vote411.org - League of Women Voters

• The board of elections is a great resource

• If you need accommodations or have questions, call 
your county’s BOE and start the conversation - you 
can find their contact info on the SOS’s website 



Know Your Rights and Resources

Know Your Rights and Resources
•Plan your Vote - absentee, early, or on election day?

• Where will you vote? How will you get there? What 
accommodations are needed?

• If possible, find out where your polling place is located 
ahead of time and go there before election day

•Know your deadlines

• Request absentee ballot by COB October 29th

• Return absentee ballot by mail - postmarked by 
November 4th

• Return absentee ballot in person - before polls close on 
November 5th 



Questions?

Contact Us!

Jennifer Kucera: jenniferkucera134@gmail.com

Claire Gaglione: cgaglione@disabilityrightsohio.org

Brittanie Maddox: bmaddox@disabilityrightsohio.org

mailto:jenniferkucera134@gmail.com
mailto:cgaglione@disabilityrightsohio.org
mailto:bmaddox@disabilityrightsohio.org
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