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Session Agenda

● Importance of research and data to inform advocacy

● Scripps and what we do

● Ohio’s changing demographics

● Ohio Long-Term Care Research Project 

● State-mandated data collection

● Recent Scripps research to inform advocacy efforts for better 

public policy for aging
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Why are research and data important for advocacy?

• Knowing about the population of interest

• Evidence-based decision making

• Identifying disparities and gaps

• Monitoring quality improvement efforts

• Public awareness and transparency

SCRIPPS GERONTOLOGY CENTER



Scripps - Over 100 years of Population Work at 

Miami University

● 1922 - E.W. Scripps endowment to open 

the Scripps Foundation for Research in 

Population Problems at Miami University.  

● 1972 - became the Scripps Gerontology 

Center

● 2022 – Celebrated 100 years at Miami
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Ohio’s Older Adult Population

Table 1. Ohio’s Older Population 2020-2050

Category 2020 2030 2040 2050
% Change 

2020-2050

Total Population of 

Ohio
11.8 million 11.7 million 11.43 million 11.1 million -5.7%

60 and older
2.86 million

(24.2%)

2.94 million

(25.1%)

2.72 million

(23.8%)

2.62 million

(23.5%)
-0.08%

65 and older
2.1 million

(17.4%)

2.3 million

(19.5%)

2.1 million

(18.6%)

2.0 million

(17.6%)
-0.04%

85 and older
232,830

(2.0%)

213,800

(1.83%)

261,400

(2.3%)

288,630

(2.6%)
+24.0%
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Ohio’s 65+ Population: 

Percentage Age 85 or Older
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Characteristics of Ohio’s Older Population

Table 2. Characteristics of Ohio’s Older Population, 2020

Ohioans 65 and Over Mean

Percent married 55.3

Percent living alone 28.9

Percent with high school diploma 87.4

Percent below poverty 9.2

Percent white, non-Hispanic 93.9

Percent veterans 16.0

Percent without internet access 21.0

Median household income (dollars) $47,840

Life expectancy at birth (years) 76.6

Life expectancy at age 65 (years) 18.5
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Disability Estimates for Older Ohioans: 

High Need for Long-Term Services

Table 3. High Need for Long-Term Services: 2020 and 2050

2020 2020 2050
% Change 

2020-2050

Age Group % High Need # High Need # High Need
% Change 

High Need

65-69 7.3% 49,933 42,012 -15.9%

70-74 8.1% 44,158 37,138 -15.9%

75-79 10.1% 35,473 38,178 +7.6%

80-84 14.7% 34,372 37,991 +10.5%

85+ 43.9% 102,290 126,379 +23.5%

Total 65+  High Need 13.0% 266,226 281,698 +5.8%
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Disability Estimates for Older Ohioans: 

Moderate Need for Long-Term Services

Table 4. Moderate Need for Long-Term Services: 2020 and 2050 

2020 2020 2050
% Change 

2020-2050

Age Group
% Moderate 

Need

# Moderate 

Need

# Moderate  

Need

% Change 

Moderate Need

65-69 9.7% 66,731 55,771 -16.4%

70-74 8.5% 46,356 38,561 -16.8%

75-79 9.7% 34,109 36,868 +8.0%

80-84 8.2% 19,166 21,080 +10.0%

85+ 10.8% 25,160 31,015 +23.3%

Total 65+ Moderate Need 9.4% 191,522 183,295 -4.3%

Total Disability 

(High and Moderate 

combined)

22.4% 457,748 464,993 +1.5%
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Life Expectancies at Birth by County

Ohio’s average LE = 75.9 years

Counties with Highest

Average LE at Birth

Counties with Lowest 

Average LE at Birth

County LE at Birth County LE at Birth

Delaware 81.3 Vinton 69.9

Geauga 80.4 Scioto 70.1

Medina 79.5 Pike 70.6

Putnam 79.2 Lawrence 71

Holmes 79 Jackson 71.5
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Life Expectancies at Age 65 by County

Ohio’s average = 18 additional years

Counties with Highest

Average LE at 65

Counties with Lowest 

Average LE at 65

County LE at 65 County LE at 65

Delaware 19.9 Lawrence 15.3

Geauga 19.9 Jackson 15.7

Medina 19.1 Scioto 15.9

Ottawa 18.8 Adams 16.0

Mercer 18.8 Vinton 16.0
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Life Expectancies at Age 85 by County

Ohio’s average = 6 additional years

Counties with Highest

Average LE at 85

Counties with Lowest 

Average LE at 85

County LE at 85 County LE at 85

Morrow 7.6 Fayette 4.6

Clinton 6.7 Jackson 4.9

Clermont 6.7 Lawrence 5.0

Summit 6.6 Hardin 5.0

Mercer 6.5 Auglaize 5.1
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Ohio Population Website

www.ohio-population.org
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Ohio Long-Term Care Research Project

● Established by the Ohio legislature in 1988

● Applied research

● Policy analysis

● Technical assistance, training, and education for Ohio 

legislators, public administrators, service providers, and the 

community at large

● Advisory Council
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State-mandated Data Collection

● Biennial Survey of Long-Term Care Facilities

● Ohio Long-Term Care Satisfaction Surveys 

○ Resident

○ Family
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24.5 23.7 22.7 23.8 22.2 20.7
18.6 18.2 17.1 15.5 14.5 13.9 12.1

7.3 8.1 9.3
11.8

11.9 13.3
13.9 15.2 15.9

16.0 17.9 18.5
19.6

1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021

Number of People Age 60 and Older on Medicaid 
Residing in Nursing Facility or Enrolled in HCBS (including MyCare) 

per 1000 Persons in Population, 1997-2021

Avg.  Medicaid Daily NF Census Avg. HCBS Enrollment

31.8 31.8
34.1 34.0

32.5 33.4 33.0 31.532.0 32.4 32.4 31.7

35.6
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Recent Scripps Research
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A Profile of Home and Community-Based 

Services in Ohio

● Tracks the changes in 

home care use in the state 

over the past 30 years and 

includes an overview of 

Ohio’s residential care 

facilities
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Facilitators, Barriers, Solutions, and Strategies: 

2024 Landscape of Adult Day Services in Ohio

● Examines the landscape of 

ADS in Ohio and highlights 

challenges faced by providers 

and potential solutions
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Substance Use Disorders Among Older 

Ohioans – The Need for Policy Change

● Examines the federal and state 

political landscape of substance 

use and substance use 

disorders relative to older 

adults and provides 

recommendations
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Understanding the Financial Performance of 

Ohio’s Nursing Homes During and After the 

COVID-19 Pandemic

● Examines the financial 

performance of nursing 

homes during and after the 

pandemic and what the 

results mean for the 

industry moving forward
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Embracing the Shift: The Impact of Health Care 

Contracting on Community-Based Organizations

● Explores how contracting between 

community-based organizations (e.g., 

AAAs, CILs) and health care entities 

(e.g., hospital systems, managed care 

plans) impacts the organizational 

operations and culture of a 

community-based organization
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Lackmeyer, Kunkel, & Karmacharya. (2025)



Scripps Publications

● Reports & briefs

● Links to academic and 

practice journal articles
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Scripps.MiamiOH.edu/publications



Connect with Us!

Join the Scripps email listserv:

SCRIPPS GERONTOLOGY CENTER

https://lp.constantcontactpages.come/sl/an2EZbi/ScrippsNews

ScrippsAging.org



Coming Soon…

Resources that make a positive difference for 

our aging population from Scripps Gerontology 

Center at Miami University.
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Jennifer Heston-Mullins

hestonjl@MiamiOH.edu

Contact Us
Matt Nelson

nelsonim@MiamiOH.edu
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Thank you!
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