
JUDGE DIXILENE PARK  

STARK COUNTY PROBATE COURT 



WHAT IS GUARDIANSHIP OVERSIGHT? 

•Sources 

• Statutory 

• Supreme Court Rules of Superintendence 

• Local Rules 
 



OHIO REVISED CODE 
•BEFORE GUARDIAN IS APPOINTED  

 

• R.C. 2111.02(B)(3) 

• Emergency orders prior to guardian’s appointment 

• R.C. 2111.04(A)(2) 

• Prospective Ward’s Rights 

• R.C. 5101.70 

• APS Emergency Order 

 



OHIO REVISED CODE 
• AFTER GUARDIAN IS APPOINTED 

• R.C. 2111.50  

• Court is Superior Guardian – Best Interest of the Ward 

 

• O.R.C.2111.07 Continuing Due Process 

 

• O.R.C. 2111.49 (A)(1)   

• Guardian’s Report & Statement of Expert Evaluation 

 

• O.R.C. 2111.49(C)  Review Hearing 

 



RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE 
• Rule 66 

• 66.02 Application of Rules 

 

• 66.03 Local  Guardianship Rules 

• Emergency Guardianship 

• Comments or Complaints 

 

• 66.04 Establishment of Guardianship 

• Scope 

• Waive Guardian of Estate 

• Direct Service Providers restriction 
 



RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE CONT’D 

• 66.05 Responsibilities of Court establishing guardianship 

• Criminal background check 

• Pre-appointment education and continuing education 

• Guardians with more than 10 wards 

 

• 66.06 Guardian Pre-Appointment Education 

• 66.07 Guardian Continuing Education 
 



RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE CONT’D 
• 66.08 General Responsibilities of Guardian 
• Orders, rules and laws 

• Reporting abuse, neglect or exploitation 

• Limitation or termination of guardianship 

• Change of residence 

• Annual Plan 

• Annual registration 

• Ward’s principal income 

• Guardian’s compensation 

• Conflict of Interest 

• Filing of Ward’s legal papers 

 



RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE CONT’D 

• 66.09 Responsibilities of Guardian to Ward 

• Professionalism, character and integrity 

• Exercising due diligence 

• Less restrictive alternative 

• Person-centered planning 

• Ward’s support system 

• Communication with ward •Extraordinary medical issues  

• Direct Services   •End of Life decisions  •Caseload 

• Monitor and coordinate services and benefits   •Confidentiality 

 



LOCAL RULES 

 

LOCAL RULE 66.2 - EMERGENCY GUARDIANSHIP 

LOCAL RULE 66.3 - COMMENTS/COMPLAINTS 
LOCAL RULE 66.4 - ANNUAL PLAN 
LOCAL RULE 66.5 - MONTHLY MEETINGS 
LOCAL RULE 66.6 - STATEMENT OF EXPERT EVALUATION 
LOCAL RULE 66.7 - GUARDIAN'S REPORT 
LOCAL RULE 66.8 - CHANGE OF GUARDIAN'S ADDRESS 
LOCAL RULE 66.9 - CHANGE OF WARD'S ADDRESS 
LOCAL RULE 66.10 - LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 



INFORMATION ABOUT WARD  

•Annual Report 

•Annual Plan 

•Statement of Expert Evaluation 

•Comments/Complaints 

 



WHAT IS THE COURT ANGEL PROGRAM? 

• Volunteer based guardianship monitoring program 

• Confirms Wards’ well-being 

• Ensures Guardians receiving adequate support and are 
referred to available resources 



WARD 

  

GUARDIAN 



A VOLUNTEER VISITOR PROGRAM 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS  
• Undergo criminal background 

check 

• Attend training 

• Supported by Court Personnel 

• Communicate with Guardians 

• Visit with Wards 

• Complete Reports 
 

PROBATE COURT 
• Train Volunteers 

• Support Volunteers 

• Hold Quarterly meetings 

• Review Volunteer Reports & 
Recommendations 

• Follow up: Re-visit by Bailiff or 
Court Investigator; Review 
Hearing; Court Orders 
 



WHY DO WE NEED COURT ANGELS? 

• More than 47,000 guardianship cases statewide December 
2017 

 

• Guardians of the Wards are comprised of family members,  
friends, or professional guardians   

 

• Professional guardians may be social workers or attorneys. 

 

 



PROGRAM GOALS 

•   

Detect/Prevent:  

• *Abuse 

• *Neglect 

• *Exploitation 
 

• Support: 

• *Wards 

• *Guardians 

• *Caregivers 

• *Family 
 

• Visits: 

• *Visit each 
ward at least 
once per year 

• *Visits to date: 
2000+ wards 
visited  

 

 

 



ADULT WARDS UNDER GUARDIANSHIP 
+1800 WARDS IN STARK COUNTY, OHIO 
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Adult Ward Incompetency Diagnoses 

ALZ/MI
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Adult Ward Residences 

GROUP HOME
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PRIVATE HOME
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WHAT DOES A COURT ANGEL DO? 
Court Angels devote 4 to 8 hours per month by: 

 

• Stopping by the Court to sign out a prepared case summary - complete with 
information needed;  

 

• Calling the Guardian to make an appointment; 

  

• Visits with and interviews the Guardian and the Ward – a sort of wellness check;  

 

• Returns to the Court to submit the Court Angel’s Report  

• 3 different locations & via email 



107 TRAINED VOLUNTEERS  

Common Backgrounds Students 

• Nursing 

• Social Work 

• Health Care Administration 

• Psychology 

• Ministry 

• Education 
 

 

 

• Gerontology 

• Psychology 

• Social Work 

• Nursing 

• Human Development &  

    Family Studies 
 



4 PARTS OF A COURT ANGEL FILE 

• Cover Form/Case Summary 
 

• Judgment Entry 
 

• Guardian’s Report 
 

• Statement of Expert Evaluation  



COURT ANGEL COVER FORM 



LETTER TO 
GUARDIAN 



JUDGMENT ENTRY 



GUARDIAN’S REPORT  

• Guardians file an annual report 
in a form prescribed by the 
Court. 
 

• Information includes addresses, 
number of times Guardian has 
had contact with Ward and any 
major changes 
 

• Opinion of Guardian about 
continuation of Guardianship  

 



STATEMENT OF EXPERT EVALUATION  

• When a Guardianship is filed, 
documentation from a licensed 
professional is needed for the Court 
to determine if the proposed Ward is 
incompetent. 
 

• Typically updated annually.   



REPORTING FORM 

• Overall Assessment of 
Ward’s Care 
 
Recommendations and 
Comments 
 



INFORMATION FROM 
GUARDIAN 

• Volunteer inputs details 
about the relationship 
between the Guardian 
and the Ward. 
 

 
 



Volunteer’s Current Assessment 
of Ward Matrix 



REVIEWING THE REPORT 

• Recruiter reviews each Court Angel Report 
submitted.  

• Are there any changes needed in the Guardianship? 

• Is the ward happy and well-cared for? 

 



WHAT IF SOMETHING IS NOT RIGHT? 

• Transmits data in reporting spreadsheet 

• Recruiter provides Court Angel Report to Staff 
Attorneys 

• Staff Attorneys review Report in conjunction with 
overall case 

• Make recommendation of next steps to Judge Park  

 



COURT RESPONSE 
• FOLLOW UP CALL 

• COURT INVESTIGATOR VISIT 

• REFERRAL TO LAW ENFORCEMENT 

• REVIEW HEARING 

• COURT ORDERS 

• REMOVAL HEARING  
 



OCT 2016 THRU AUGUST 2019 
• 3071 WARDS VISITED 
• 31 POTENTIAL CASES OF ABUSE REPORTED 

• Financial Abuse  10 

• Sexual Abuse     1 

• Neglect    10 

• Physical Abuse    7 

• Verbal Abuse     1 

• Emotional Abuse   1  

• Self-Abuse      1 
 



PROGRAM DETAILS 
• Volunteer Visitor Program began in 1990s 

• Program restarted in 2005 

• Currently Grant-funded: October 2016-September 2020 

• Grant Source: Stark County Elder Justice Innovation Grant, 
Administration for Community Living, US Department of Health 
and Human Services 

• For more information: 

 starkcountyohio.gov/probate/volunteers 

 Stark County Probate Court: 330-451-7752 
 

http://www.starkcountyohio.gov/probate/volunteers


2018 COURT ANGEL VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 



MATERIALS AVAILABLE 

• APPLICATION 

• TRAINING MANUAL  

• REPORTING FORMS 

• SAMPLE PRESS RELEASES 

• BROCHURES 

• SAMPLE PROMOTIONAL COLLATERALS 
 

 


